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Abstract
The paper described poverty as the plague of our time and conceptualized it
as a state of lack of command over existential issues. It then requests a
paradigm shift in the identification of poverty from the World Bank standard
of one US dollar as the basis of measurement of poverty. It contends that this
is erroneous because it can not describe the dimensions of poverty
prevalent in Nigeria. It asked if there was no poverty in Nigeria, when one
US dollar was equivalent to seventy six (76) Kobo in the 80s.
It then posited that poverty is not a natural phenomenon but an outcome of
the failures of public policy. It rejected the Calvinist position that
theologically there must always be poverty. On the causes of poverty, it
developed a five point causal schema and submitted that as a capitalist
state, poverty is endemic in the system.
It called for the re-enactment of the values whtch prevaded in Africa-
Nigeria pre-colonial, in which everyvbody was provided with the means of
livelihood in the society in the current dispensation. It further observed that
poverty being a man made phenomenon could be eradicated. The
eradication of ‘poverty call for a leadership with a pohucai will, who. w:ll
democratize development and evolve good governance. The resources for
the eradication of poverty, minus corruption are readdy .available m
therta »

INTRQDUC'"&"ION:_

.

Poverty is the most pervasive phase of ngenan development.
Every year and time Nigerians are mundated with the huge amount of
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monies released to address the elusive phenomenon-poverty, yet at every
glance, it seems to be growing atronger. This paper looks at the problems
associated with eradication of poverty as well as the prospects of doing so
within the current socio-economic formation and raises several rhetorical
questions to guide the analysis. Why-is poverty so pervasive in Nigeria?
Why have the several millions so far expended not able to mitigate and
eradicate poverty? Is poverty a natural phenomenon? Are there prospects of
eradication? These are the questions which this paper would be addressing
in the course of evaluating the issues raised herein :

The national census bas just been concluded, putting Nigeria's
estimated population at about 140 million. The details of the population
estimate which this paper can not claim to be conversant with have not

 indicated what percentage of Nigerians still reside currently in the rural

areas. Statistically therefore, the academics who were expectant of several
ranges of database from the census as this author, haveto rely on the United
Nations record which posited that rural Nigeria houses morc than 70
percent of the population (UN,1993:132). An extrapolation of that would
indicate that about 98 million Nigerians reside in the rural arcas of Nigeria.
By conception rural arcas in Nigeria have identifiable characteristics which
are noticeable in all parts of the country. The most significant of this

uniqueness includes:

{) The people are mostly poor. ,

ii) The area is poor in social amenities (roads, clectricity, pip¢-borne water,

the housing are of poor quality, usually of mud and thatch roofs)
iii) The rural dwellers are mostly less educated.
iv) They live by extractive industries i.¢. extracting their resources from
nature's abutidance. ' ‘

v) They often havelarge family of atleast five (5) children.

vi) The children of the rural people often provide additional labor for them
in the extractive industries farming, harvesting and cultivation. Many of the
children grow up in homes in which all of the above or greater combination

of the above factors prevails and therefore holds them down in poverty. The’

their childhood means that vast sums must

neglect of education and diet in
during youth if they are ever to

be spent in special training programmecs,
have the skills needed to earna living.

vii) Educational institutions are hard to come by there, except where they

are created from community efforts. Yet the people here are part of the

census and of course an integral part ofthe calculus of the GDP/GNL

This paper 15 not on rural poverty, but examines the issue
P p X ;
is a crime by the

sovereign. lts resolution would therefore need the generation of enormous
political will and improving the quality of programming towards poverty

holistically. Poverty whether in the urban or rural setting,
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In the face of increasing revenue and stock of wealth is the ever widening
poverty gap between the’ haves' and the “haves not”. This is a great
challenge to both democratic and all other forms of Governments. The
proportion of Nigerians who are faced with the problems of inadequate food
(unbalanced) to eat, clothes to wear, and befitting shelter as well as
sustainable development is ever iricreasing. It is more disheartening that
Nigeria is endowed with abundance of natural resources.

Another dimension of poverty using the World Bank paradigm is
that now that Nigeria has current estimated population figure, it is casier to
obtain the per capita income/GNI of the country. Where this is above the'one
US dollarindices, given the rising crude oil prices in the global market, does
that translate to the absence of poverty in Nigeria? Even if this is the case,
how does that cover both the rural and urban poverty? What does that
wranslate to in real terms? The consistent neglect of the rural areas by
successive governments has abated urban poverty. What are the problems
and the prospects of eradicating poverty in Nigeria? These are the
challenges facing Nigeria today and the crux of the paper.

Poverty is a phenomenon that is better described than defined
because of its amoebic nature. However, for the purpose of this paper, we
shall adopt an operational framework for the analysis herein. Poverty is a
lack of the means for meeting the needs of life, food, shelter, clothing, and
medical care (Landis;'1980:411).Landis is inferring that when a man can
not provide adequately for these life's basic necessities, then such a person

is languishing in poverty. Further in his discourse elsewhere he averred that
poverty is living on a level of income where there is not enough money to
meet the minimum needs of food, clothing, shelter, and health (Landis,
1980:416). These are clear perspectives of poverty. But while they ‘are
relevant to the Nigerian situation, it raises a structural problem, that of
income level, In Nigeria, the biggestemployer of labor is the Govémment.
and the number of staff in the Federal Public Service is 996,744, while the
total number of political office holders is 1 ,448 (Ekaette, 2003). In Nigeria,
the average houschold is'seven including the father and mother. The
application of this negligible fraction®f the total public servantas a basis for
the discourse of poverty consequent upon the possession of income is
problematic. These are because the bulk of the population is in the rural
areas and are without employment through which income level could be
determined.

Ravalion and Bidani (1994) opined that poverty is’the lack of
command over basic consumption needs. This perception captures the
views of this writer, who sees the phenomenon as a state of the inability of
the afflicted to obtain the basic needs of life from the income he generates,
whenever he wants to do so. This connotes that those in the poverty social
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class, can not at all times dip their hands into their pocket and proﬁdc the
kind of mea]§ they want at anytime, cannot do same for a decent housin
and most of all can not be self-reliant. By implication, they can nogtr
contribute to national development through taxes. This cor;clates with the
view of Emmuq (2005) who adopting the conception of the Development
Prospects submitted that poverty is a state where an individual is not able to
cater adequately for his/her basic needs of food, clothing and shelter, is
unable to meet social and economic obligations; lacks gainful employmc’nt
skills, assets and self-esteem; and has limited access to social and ec‘bnomié
infrastructure such as education, health, potable water and sanitation; and
consequently, has limited chance of advancing his/her welfare to the Iin:lit of
his/her capacities (cited in Development Prospects 1999:1). While Obadan
(1977) sees it as state of lack of physical necessities, assets and income-a
cqnd;hon whu_:h results in 'deprivation, social inferiority, isolation, physical
wnde_n.es§ (disillusionment), vulnerability, seasonality. ,Iaowcrleés,ness and
humiliation (cited in Eminue, 2005:505). ’ ’

‘ The 1mp1scations of these conceptions of poverty are that those who
are in the poverty social class have some unique symbols. They are not in
any employment hence have no income, where they have incomes they are
very low. They can not afford to sce a doctor when sick; they zave
inadequate c.lothing, housing, they are mostly in agn'cuilrure when
empl_oycd, with low yield. Those in the urban centers have nothing but
unskillcq labor power to offer in the market society, as labor beconglcs a
commodity in the market place. Even at this their bargaining power is very
low. Those who are able to join the public services are able to obtain onl
subs:stqnce income, as a result of inflation. A Subsistence income mean)s(
that which gives family enough money to survive, without extra for medical
care and other necessities. A family living in poverty does not have enough
income to buy the basic necessities for survival food, clothing housin ctgc
The situations herein described the Nigerian socio-economic formatiogn ir;
both the formal and the informal sectors. These are prevalent in the n;ral
setting. The bulk of Nigerians are in these locations. This translates to the
fact that the bulk of Nigerians are infected and affected by the povert
viruses. It should however be remembered that the potential of poverty ang
relative social deprivation to translate into violence of disturbin
proportion is enormous. Itis therefore important to address it. ‘ i

The discourse on the conceptions and measurement aspects of
poverty has become much more sophisticated since the early 1970s, when
the simple head-count measure using a rather arbitrary poverty li,ne for
Income or spending was the dominant modg of aggregation. Even without
precise poverty measures or poverty lines, one can draw on stochastic
dominance criteria to make unambiguous comparative rankings of poverty



58 ; Frank E. O.

22

if the cumulative distribution function of the ﬁving standard indicator in one
case lies completely outside that in another (Atkinson 1987). Poverty

survey often rank households from the poorest to richest based on per capéta ’
2

income. Per capita rather than houschold income was chosen to ena
comparisons with standard per capita poverty measures of the World-Bank
(Harrison et al 2004:29). Milanovic and Jovanovic had introduced three
dimension for looking at poverty during the depression in Russia, thus;
™subjectively poor” that is households whose view of the minimum income
for an adult is greater than their actual adult equivalent income. “Socially
subjective poor” and those whose income per equivalent adult is less than
the official all Russia poverty line per working adult (Milanovic et al
1999:553). These and many others are based on Western cbnceptions and
above all most of these measures of poverty are urban -based when the bulk
of the poor in Nigeria are basically rural based. These views of poverty are
- logically suspect, conceptually fuzzy and empirically inappropriate in the
treatment of poverty in Nigeria. This explicates the failures of attempts at
poverty eradication in Nigeria. This is because the applied approaches are
oﬂcn adopted from the Western models with its different poverty sociology.
Drewnowski and Scott observed that poverty could alse be
measured in terms of the inability to meet basic physical needs in the
following ways; nutrition, measured by factors such as intake of calories
and protein; shelter measured by the quality of dwelling and degree of
overcrowding; and health, measured by factors such as the rate of infant
mortality and the quality of available medical facilities (Haralambos etal,
1980:140). The further attempt to measure the phenomenon specified a
poverty line, sometime referred to as headcount measure. 1t is applied by
counting the number of people below the poverty-line income (Sen,
1999:360) The World Bank on the other hand recognized two poverty
paradigms (a) any household in 1985 whose purchasing power parity
(PPP) was below $275 was considered extremely "poor’. Given the spatial
implications of these measuremengtypes, Nigeria attempted to evolve a
system. Eminue (2005) avgsred that'in 1997 N3, 290 per head per month at
1997 current prices, implying that an average family size of five required
N13, 462 per month to live above the poverty line was established by the
Vision 2010 committee. But an examination of the distribution of poverty
between the rural and the urbasiMigeria indicated that the rural arcas
accounted for 73% of the poor and 95% of the extremely poor in 1992
(Vision 2010 Report). This was the closest attempt to study and understand
the morphology of poverty in'Nigeria. But this was subject to considerable
statistical problems and the termination of the regime which initiated this,
ended the application of that model.
: The other measurements dimensions are extremely western to the
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point that they can hardly be applicable to Nigeria as a result of spatial

differentials. Capturing of poverty in Nigeria is problematic as stated
carlier. What then is to be done? We shall return to this in subsequent section

of this discourse. In the mean time let us look at Nigeria's poverty profile.

Nigeria's Poverty Profile

The incident of poverty in Nigeria is spread all through the geo-political-

zones. But the northern areas seemed to be the worst affected, which has
made some people to erroneously assume that poverty in Nigeria is
basically a northern phenomenon. This could be gleaned from table I below.

Table 1 Nigeria's Poverty Profile
S/N State % incidence of Poverty

1 Jigawa 95.0

2 Kebbi : 89.7

3 Kogi 86.6

4 Bauchi 86.3

5 Kwara 85.2

6 Yobe 83.3

7 Zamfara 80.9

8 - Gombe 77.0

9 Sokoto 76.8

10 Adamawa 71.7

11 Bayelsa 20.0

12 Anambra 20.1

13 Abia — 22.3

14 Oyo 241

15 Imo 27.4

16 Rivers 29.1

17 "~ Enugu 31.1

18 Ogun 31.7 \

19 Osun 32.4 '

20 Edo 33.1

Source: CBN, compiled from ThisDay Newspaper, March 14
2007 p.76 by the author. -

3
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- The above table indicates that from 1-10 where the incidence is
very high percentiles of the total population are all northern, while 11-22 are
southern states. This makes the issues raised in the statement of the problem
more pungent, when considered against the total number of population
figures ‘of these states. However, whether it is the north or south is
immaterial, The problem deserves eradication in the face of resource
endowment in Nigeria'and the negative impact in which the incidence of
poverty connotes in the socio économic development of the country. In
table two (ii) below, the pervasiveness of the incidence of poverty in Nigerid
against the total population in the states cited, makes the resolution of the
phenomenon an urgent one.
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Table I1
. Nigerian Poverty ratio against State Population
SIN States % of Poverty | Population | % of the Poor &
excluded people

] Jigawa 95.0 4,348,649 4,131,21655
2 Kebbi 89.7 3,238,628 20050493
3 Kogi §6.6 3278487 2,839,169,724

4 Bauchi 86.3 4,676,465 403578929
5 Kwara 85.2 2,371,089 202016782+
6 Yobe 83.3 2,321,591 1,933,888.30

7 Zamfara 80.9 3,250,846 263721541

8 Gombe 710 2353879 1,812,436.83

9 Sokoto 76.8 3,696,999 1283929503

i0 Adamawa 7.7 3,168,101 2,271,52841

1 Bayelsa 200 1,703,358 340,671.6

12 Anambra_ 201 4,182,032 840,588.43

13 Abia 23 2,833,999 631,981.77

14 Oyo 2.1 5,591,589 1,347,572.94

13 Tmo 274 3,934,899 1,078,162.32

16 Rivers 29.1 5,185,400 1,508,951:40

17 Enugu 311 3,257,298 101301967
18 Ogun 31.7 3,728.008 1,181,807.06

19 Osun 324 3423 535 1,109,225.34

20 Edo 3.1 3,218,332 1,065.267.89

21 Kano NA 9,383,687 NA

7] Lagos NA 9,013,534 ‘

23 Kaduna NA 6,066,562 NA

% Katsina NA 5,792,578 NA

25 Bomo NA 4,151,193 " NA

26 Delta NA 4,098,391 NA

27 Niger NA 3.950.249 NA

28 Akwa Tbom NA 3,920,208 TNA -

29 Ondo NA 3441024 NA

30 Cross River NA 2,388,966 NA

3] Ekiti NA - 2,384,212 NA

32 Ebonyi NA 2,173,501 NA

3 Taraba NA 2,300,136 NA

34 Nassarawa NA 1,363275 NA

35 Plateau NA - 3,173,712 “NA

% | Benue NA 4219244 NA

37 FCT. Abuja NA 1405210 NA

140,003,542

Source: Compiled by thé author from ThisDay Newspapei', -'I.\'/Iarc'h;.l.4 |
2007 p.76, CBN & MofiNews Jan-Feb 2007 Vol. 6 No.3 p.7
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Table II above indicates the degree of poverty in the various states in
Nigeria. It shows the gap that exists in the distribution of the resources in
Nigeria. In Jigawa state for instance 95 per cent of the people out of a
‘population 0f 4,348,649 are living in poverty. This franslate to 4,131,216.55
people are members of the poverty club. In Edo state in the Niger delta
region of the country, 1,065,267.89 people are living in poverty out of the
state population of 3,218,332, Less than two million people are living
reasonable life in this state. In the southeast zone where Abia state is
Jocated, 631,981.77 people are members of this ignoble club of the poor and
excluded, outofa populatlon 0f 2,833,999 this represent 22.3 per cent of the
total population. This is the trend in all other states of the federation even in
those ones in which the percentage rate of the total population in the poverty
bracket could not be obtained.
The implication of this situation is that life expectancy at birth, infant
mortality rate school enrollment ratio, gender equality in education,
employment etc, and democratic freedom (freedom to choose own political
leaders)...achievement of better nourishment, shelter, health, education,
living condition and better conditions of employment for low-end poverty
groups (Nyong, 2005:15). The relevant question then is, if a large
_percentage of the population can not access these indices of development
then Nigeria is far from development. The exclusion of these large portions
of the population to contribute to development as a result of poverty is a
challenge to both the government and the civil society. What is responsible
for this situation?

auses of Poverty: Explanatory Schema:

There are several views on the causal factors of poverty in the
society, for orderliness the causes are herein factored into five broad groups
thus;

a) Global Factors o =

Global Economic History taught the expediencies of Keynesian
economics upon which the Marshall plan was based, and how this moved
Europe out of the d’ression. Today the global trend is towards the free
market. The prescription for and the adoption by Nigeria of these models of
development engenders poverty in the land. This is because Nigerian
capitalism is not developing as those of America and Western Europe.
Capitalism rest on 'investments' and 'production™ Nigeria's own rests ‘on
commission and trading. It is a 'cripple capitalism' system which can not
generate the expected benefits. The usual aSSumption_iS that increases in
trade will raise production and hence growth, which in turn is the key for
" eradicating poverty. The old age assumption that increase in wealth in the
hands of the few in a liberal economy, would lead to investment,
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employment and welfare to the poor via taxes is false. In Nigeria, these
groups including : '

the Multinational companies evade taxes. When the commonwealth is
privatized into few hands, the people are left with nothing, while the wealth
is frittered abroad.

The same global fad called for, the removal of submdles from
public services to enhance the efficiency of the private sector. But at the
same time America and Western Europe subsidizes its agriculture till now.

. This keeps the farmers over there on their farms, their product are cheap and

are purchased off them by the state to keep cultivation on. In Nigeria the
removal of the unending subsidy on petroleum products have not only
added to the poverty level but more penury. The adaptation of global
development fads which are not suited to Nigeria's level of development
generates poverty. :

b) Failure of Public Policy

Nigeria's public policies always ignore the poor and the excluded in
its conception and implementation. The externalities of the public policy
generate further poverty. Why have existential issues such as roads, water,
light and shelter always ended up in the cities. Ironically, the bulk of the
resources spent in the cities are derived from the rural areas with the
attendant degradation of rural land. The lack of balance in development
results in rural-urban migration, leading to the growth of urban slums.

*The mis-management of the economy and extensive corruption
resulting from 'prebendal politics' depletes the needed resources to extend
development to the poor and excluded people. Consequent upon this
phenomenon, ¢ither the state must control industrial power in the interest of
its citizens, or industrial power will control the state in the interests of its
possessors (Laski, 1980:109). The state becomes the property of the petty-
bourgeois whose 1nterests are at variance with that of the poor and excluded
people.

[11-health of the people results in the long time absence of medical
facilities. This leads to a situation in which some people cannot engage in
certain duties arising from their ill-health. This is as result of prolonged
absence of medical facilities. People who grew up in poverty and lack good
diet and proper health care would have health related deficiencies which
discount them to engage in certain activities.

c) Economic Factors

There is no integration in the economy between the activities of the
rural and urban centers. This would have kept income flowing backward
and forward. The national economy is equally disarticulated.
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The Nigerian ‘crippled capitalism’ is not 'investing' and not
'producing’ as demanded by classical capitalism. As a result there can not be
employment generation, and 'up' and 'down’ stream economic activities.
This character of the Nigerian economy can hardly generate employment or
skills. Poverty is the outcome of such an economy.

d) Social factors

These are made up of socio-cultural factors Whose outcome is
poverty. They include: Embrace of traditional /Is_larmc cducation. This
leads to the acquisition of no skill and poor adaptation of modern m_ethods
of doing things in the 'mass society'. This is because the economy which has
assumed the character of a mass socicty makes less use of manual labor or
unskilled work of any kind. This leaves those unskilled persons who had
chosen to follow this traditional education system within _the poverty
penumbra. This is the origin of the ‘Almajiris (strect urc_hms or street
children, who become potential weapons in- times .of social upheavals)
syndrome in northern Nigeria, this explains its dominance of the poverty
clubinNigeria. _

*Poor by age: There are many people whosg parents have put in
their youthful life for the state, now old and retired. The income at
retirement falls above the official poverty line but as a result of 'hyper-
inflation' and many other factors which attack a constant incomc.: the beneﬁt
looses meaning. In Nigeria the story of retired public servants is a pathetic
one. They rarely get paid as at when due. The children}gf these people who
are in school get thrown out for fees, their feeding b.ecmne problematic, rent
for housing, clothing etc drives the families into child abuse and further into
the abyss of poverty. k o .

* Poor by reasons of dependent- Nigerians like other,_Afrlicans have
large families size and extended dependants. I‘t takes more income to
support large families than a small one. Two fan_nltes with equal income, thc
one with a large member would be’submerged in poverty than the one \jvnh
three members. This is true in the rural, as is in the urban areas. ngcrl‘aqs
have large family sizes; this leaves no income at all for investment. This is
the source of 'Areas boys' syndrome in the south. g

* Working Poor (in employment) - In Nigeria many are wqumg in
jobs that are not covered by the minimum wage law (both at states and 19ca_1!
government levels), recall that the total public_: servants in N}gena is
996,744, this translate to a little over one million w_rhen the m;htary is
included. This is a negligible proportion of the entire population. Tl}c
reform is recruiting more people into the class of the unemployed in
Nigeria.
¢) Miscellanegus causes .

Some are poor by reason of geography. There are regions and state
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which are lacking natural resources. These states or regions are poor and
this correlates to the people. This makes the politics of revenue allocation
and inter-governmental relations a fierce one in Nigeria. Included in this
class are issues of environmental degradation, desertification, droughts and
destruction of the land through oil exploration and the destruction of aquatic
lives. i
Policy explanations

Earlier in this paper it had been asserted that poverty is not a natural
state of affairs. The Christian fathers, saints Ambrose, Aquinas and Isidoré
of Serville, contended that private property is not by nature, nature only
produced a common right, gave all things to all men. But the use and habit
which man developed produced private right. Though lawful but it was not
natural. Saint Ambrose however explicated the position of the Christian
fathers on private property, stating that, God meant the world to be a
common possession of all men, and to produce its fruits for all, it was
avarice which produced the rights of property. He however contended that
though private property is not unlawful, it was not a part of natural law; be
that as it may, almsgiving must be an act of justice and not charity. This is
because those who are in possession of it have stolen from the
commonwealth. The appropriation of the commonwealth by some means
that the property can not go round everybody. Poverty as a result of denials
started from this point.

The Calvinistic believe that God wished some people to be wealthy
and others poor that God 'knoweth when and to whom he will giveriches;,
that ‘the general (sicjrule...is to whip and punish the wandering(sic)
beggars' and make them in conditions of virtual slavery; and that the poor
have only themselves to blame, having adopted' idle, irregular and wicked
courses' regarded as object of God's hatred, as symbols of depravity, and as
arebuke only to themselves, while it was considered fashionable for the rich
to spend money on themselves even if the poor were suffering
(Baker,1927:209 cited in Eminue, 2005:506). It is evidenced that poverty is
not a natural phenomenon. The Calvinist position is a deviation, We are all
enjoined to eck a living out of the commonwealth. This is because
ultimately the welfare of the community is built upon the happiness of the
individual who make up the community. Secondly, the citizen is born into a
world which if rationally organized; he can live only by the sweat of his
brow. Socicty owes him the occasion to perform this function. To leave him
without access to the means of existence is to deprive him of that which
makes possible the realization of his personality. Public policy should
hence be applied justly to address the situation. The prevalence of poverty is
synonymous with the failure of public policy.

It 15 also the position of this paper, that the current paradigm of
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evaluating poverty is flawed. Consequent upon which the need for what
comprise poverty in Nigeria need a definition. This is because what
encompass it need to be culturally defined. For what constitutes poverty in
the American context may be the position of a very wealthy person in
Nigeria when all the indices are evaluated together. The carlier attempt by
the Vision 2010 committee was inthe right direction. The process should be
revived and concluded. Poverty in the Nigerian context must be defined. -
Elsewhere in this paper, reference has been made to the concept of
'crippled capitalism’. This is a description of the form of capitalist
development in Nigeria. Nigeria's economic policy and the reforms policy’
wards being a perfect liberal democratic state, whose

are geared to
ion is capitalism. Again it was posited that capitalism strives

€conomic verst
on ‘investment' and 'production’. This is absent in the character of the
s of the liberal economy

Nigerian bourgeois. Consequently the elusive gain

is absent in Nigeria, and would continue to be- because poverty is the
reverse side of buccaneer pursuit of profit. A reformed, privatized economy
has a little means to contro} the investment directions in that cconomy.
Profits are appropriated by the few, with no chance of socializing the profits
generated in the economy. This market society creates few wealthy men
with a large army of the poor. The system being pursued by Nigeria has an
inbuilt poverty regime. ‘

The eradication of poverty is not novel, but a phenomenon which
was common in Africa nay Nigena pre-colonial era. African Socialism was
based on African consciousness of caring for his brother's need, sharing the
commonwealth and providing him with the means of livelihood within the
kinship system. Human needs, is what both the liberal democratic and the
socialist models of development all aim at. In this case, poverty must take
the center stage in the evolution of both public and economic policies for it
had been done before. Poverty is the current bourbon plague of our time.
Poverty Eradication: Problems .

There are three major positions which are often touted that poverty
is a natural phenomenon which makes its eradication impossible. These
false premises rest on the Calvinist thesis, which we have in the course of
this paper debunked in connection with the duties of the state to its citizens.
The second position radiates from the chosen path of economic
development ‘capitalism’. This is a particular mode of production in which
labor becomes a commodity like any other object of exchange (Dobb,
1972:56). It is a market society in which everybody wears a commaodity
'mask’. You are either a seller of goods and skills ora buyer. The bourgeois
hire the labor of the proletariat in the expectation of the fact that the value of
the product he is expected to produce and exchange would generate surplus
value, which would be appropriated as profit. Profit it is said can not be
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is because they are not able to generate income on continuous basis out of
economic activity, and thereby pay taxes, which would be used in national
economic development. The state and the national economy are by this
circumstance short-changed because its ability to generate rcvenuc
internally is stultified. The state economy becomes dependent on the
monthly fiscal inter- governmental relations (IGR). ' ‘
ii) At the individual level there exist, lack of self confidence, gender
inequality, low contribution to the national wealth in agriculture (by the use
of archaic technology of production as a result of lack of education) high
infant and maternal mortality rate. '
iii) At the level of national economy, with such a significant population
excluded from contributing to national economic build-up it becomes
dependent. Furthermore, the national economy becomes lacking in the
productive capacity to mect their domestic requirements, and traditionally
relied on the developed countries to supply them the goods and services
they require but can not produce. .. the current manifestations of economic
malfunctioning of the Nigerian economy such as inflation, poverty
unemployment and balance of payments deficits. ..(Osagie, 2007:10). The
pervasive poverty provides recruits for social unrest for the large army of
unemployed youths who become ready utility vehicle for politicians,
criminal activities and other social vices. Itis instructive to note that poverty
is more dangerous than atomic bomb; therefore it should be eradicated since

it is a man made phenomenon.

Prospects
Pursuance to the task of poverty eradication, itis herein postulated

that the necessary condition to confront this problem is first of all the
institutionalization of a leadership that can muster the political will for a
frontal attack on poverty in Nigeria, This is the same problem that the epic
novelist Professor Chinua Achebe addressed in his work 'The trouble with
Nigeria'. The leadership should then be made to know that people have
rights not only for freedom from want but also to adequate housing, medical
care, and recreation. The lack of these amenities is defined as poverty. The
government then should eradicate poverty through programs that
strengthen and enrich the quality of life of the people. This is simply
leadership. Leadership is intricately linked with orientation. A leader
~ should have clear ideas of his goal and ambitions. At the national level, he
should understand the goal of his country at the material time. If such goals
are not properly articulated, as seems to be the case in Nigeria he may
commission a group of knowledgeable citizens 10 produce a blueprint of
guiding principles and national goals (Osagie, 2007:2), This is the means to

approach is essentially an a
people get sensitized and their co
persistently the du
the provision of n
water, healthcare
:ﬁso other condit_ions necessary to live a toler:

at the state, which demands allegiance from
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to provide same. A social activist Otive Igbuzor, described Right base
approach as a participatory development approach that recognizes the
rights of the poor and the excluded people as well as the duty of government
to meet these rights. Rights base approach recognizes that the poor and
excluded people are entitled to fundamental human rights solely by reason
of being human. These rights are not privileges. They are not depended.on
grace or benevolence of rulers. These rights are fundamental, inalienable,
universal, interdependent and indivisible (Igbuzor, 2006:6). It is believed
that consistent engagement, would lead to the provision of these rights.
Lastly, the attainment of the above position is conditioned upon the
policy of relative isolation, in which case, events on the global scale would
not significantly cause policy deviation and distraction. The
commonwealth is to be socialized, while there should be an embrace of
reproductive health rights by women on socialization of education. This
would automatically take care of the family sizes. Finally, idle funds,
unclaimed dividends and progressive taxation arc to be mobilized to
provide for groups and regions made poor by reason of geography and other
causal factors. These should be done simultancously with the frontal attack
on corruption. : '

Conclusion.

The paper discussed the current social plague in Nigeria, poverty. It
identified five causal schemas responsible for poverty in Nigeria. These are
global, failed public policy, cconomics, social and miscellaneous factors. It
evaluated the rationale why govermments in Nigeria often embark on
poverty alleviation rather than cradication programs, and debunked the
'Calvinist view of this, while reminding the government of its original role
and responsibility to the citizens, arising from the social contract theory.

Tt then advocated that poverly could be eradicated if there is the
political will to take independent and people centered decisions. It
submitted that whenever the public policy 1s directed at unemployment,
inequality, self-reliance. shelter, medicare and education for those at the
lowest social rung of Nigeria's society-then poverty would be eradicated.

On the resources to do this, it proposed attack on corruption and the
mobilization of idle funds such as unclaimed dividend and others and
progressive taxation to fund the scheme, along with he consolidated
revenue of the state. It concluded that it is possible to eradicate poverty
which is not a natural phenomenon whenever public policies arc guided by
acommitmentto more equitable distribution of benefits on the basis of who
gets what, where, why, and how.

Poverty eradication programme envisaged that the 'poor man” of
today would not be in that social class after a while, when the catalyst of
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